
STREET ADDRESS 632  West Hair1 S t ree t  
MAP a PARCEL ' z9u I 
CENSUS TRACT AND BLOCK : 1-303 
PRESENT ZONING: H- 1 
ORIGINAL OWNCR ' De levan Bapt i f t  Church 
ORIGINALUSE Church 
PRESENT USE. Church 
PRESENT OWNER F I r s t  B a p ~  i s t  Congregat ion 

ADDRESS: 632 west Main S t r e e t  
C h a r l o t t c s v i l l e ,  V i r g i n i a  22901 

HISTORIC NAME : De lcvan/Fi  r s t  Bapt i s t  Church 
DATE / PERIOD : 1877- 1883 

STYLE : V i c t o r I a n  Rornsnesque 
HElGHT( to~orn i~d0R  STORIES: 1 s to rey  
DIMENSIONS AND LAND AREA : 12,980 s q .  f t . 
CONDITION : Good 

SURVEYOR : Thomsen/Blbb 
DATE OF SURVEY: 1977/1985 
SOURCES : City/County Records 

Alexander, Reco l l ec t i ons  o f  Ea r l y  C h l v i l l e  
R ichard  T. McKinnev. Keenino t h c  F a i t h  

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRl PTION I 
F i r s t  Bap t i s t  Church i s  an e x c e l l e n t  example o f  V i c t o r l a n  Romanesque s t y l e .  The b u l l d l n g  I s  rec tangu lar  I n  torm, 
th ree bays wTde by s i x  bays long. A hfgh s lng le -s to rey  facade f r o n t s  on Maln S t r e e t ,  but  because o f  ground s lope,  
the main f l o o r  i s  r a i s e d  above a f u l l - s t o r e y  basement a t  the sides and rea r .  Const ruc t ion  i s  h r i c k ,  common bond 
01, the facade. American elsewhere. A square, p r o j e c t i n g  tower of b r i c k  forms the c e n t r a l  bay on the entrance facade. 
Abuve thc  peak of the roof gable, the tower supports a la rge octagonal l an te rn  on a square base, bo th  o f  woud. The 
l an te rn  I s  decorated w i t h  a t tenuated corner p i l a s t e r s  and i s  covered w l t h  a domed roo f .  Matching p r o j e c t i n g  t ower le t s  
stand at  the facade corners and r i s e  s l i g h t l y  above the  ronf eaves. The maln s t r u c t u r e  i s  covered w i t h  a gable r o o f  
o f  red, composi t ion sh ing le .  Eaves are  f i n i s h e d  w i t h  a wh i te -pa in ted p r o j e c t i n g  woud cu rn i ce  above a corbTe-arch 
supported b r l c k  overhang. P r o j e c t i n g  p i e r s  suggest ive of  pilasters separate the bays a long the  s i de  w a l l  o f  t h e  main 
f l o o r  and scrvc  L O  b u t t r e s s  the h igh  wa l l s .  A c o r b e l l e d  b r I c k  water t a b l e  separates the basement from maln F loo r .  
Main Floor windows. one each hay ,  a re  high, semi -c l rcu lar  headed, double-hung s a s l ~  w i t h  leaded s ta lucd  g l a r s .  
basenlent windows are  large, s i x -ove r -n ine - l i gh t ,  double-hung sash. Main e n t r y  I s  through paneled, double doors, 
w i t h  segmental-arch l i n t e l ,  i n  the base o f  the tower. A s i n g l e  hlndow l l k c  o ther  ma in - f l oo r  windows 1.; l oca ted i n  
the tower above the door,  A low,  wrought i r o n  fence, w i t h  a l t e r n a t l n g  t a l l  and short  p i l e s .  and g o t h i c - m v t i f  gato- 
posts ,  surrounds the church yard. 

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION I 
I n  1863, the 800 b lack  members o f  the C h s r l o t t e s v i l l e  Bap t i s t  Church p e t i t i o n e d  for, and were granted, approva l  to 
separate fr-om the cl lurch a r~d  form t h e i r  own congregat ion.  They conductpd serv ices  i n  t h e  parpnt church Tor ~ v r h l l c  
and l a t e r  i n  the tlasement of  the o l d  Delevan Hote l ,  t ak ing  i t s  name fur tlir! cor~gregat ion .  B l l i l t  i n  the I82O'c h v  
General John H. Cocke o f  Bremo as a temperance hote l ,  the b u i l d i n g  had l a t e r  lloused a c l a s s i c a l  school arld had beer1 
used as a m i l i t a r y  h o s p i t a l  du r i ng  the  C i v i l  War. A f r e e  school f o r  b lacks  had beer, cnndtrcted tl lel-p since the War. 
Thc h o t e l  was popu la r l y  known as " the Mudwall" because of  the t e r r e  p i s @  w a l l  that enclosed thc prope r t y .  Thc 
cungrcgat ion  purchased the h o t e l  b u i l d i n g  I n  1868 (ACDB 68-76). When the r l e te r l o ra t  Tng ~ l l d  h u l l d i n g  was cclndrmncd 
i n  1876, i t  was demollshed, and work was begun immediately on t h e  present chur-cl, b u i l d i n g .  The con-nerstone was Ia id  
on Nuvcmbcr 7, 1877, and Bui lders and Mechanics L iens g i ve  December 12, 1883 as the date o f  c m ~ p l ~ t  Ion  (ACDB 82-458, 
83-76).  I t  was dedicated on January 2 .  1884, but apparent ly  was not y e t  q u l t e  ready for occupancy ,  as there  i s  a 
reco rd  o f  the f i r s t  se rv i ce  being he ld  there  i n  the basement on Ju l y  3, 1884 .  With thc complet ion o f  t h c  ncw b u i l d i n g  
the rnngregaLion changed i t s  name from " the Delevan B a p t i s t  Church of Cha r - l o t t esv i l l e "  t o  " the F i r s t  Colored B a p t i s t  
Church o f  Char l o t t e s v i  l l ed ' .  
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RECONNAISSANCE LEVEL SURVEY REPORT 

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORIC RESOURCE 
RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY FORM 

Reviewed Margaret peters - 3% DHR Idenfication Number: 104-&&W 

Other DHR Number: Property Date Is) 1883 

PROPERTY NAMES 
Delevan Baptist Church (632 W. Main St.) 

EXPLANATION 
HiStoric/Location 

First Baptist Church Historic 

County/Independent City: Charlottesville 
State: Virginia 
Magisterial District: N/A Tax Parcel:  29-1 

USGS Quad Map Name: CHARLOTTESVILLE EAST 

UTMs of Boundary: 
Center UTM: 

Restr ict  location and UTM data?  N 

ADDRESSES 

Number Thoroughfare Name Explanation 

632 - W. Main St. 

Vicinity: ~own/~illage/~amlet: 

Name of National Register Historic District: 

Name of DHR Eligible Historic District: 

Name of Local Historic District: 
632 West Main Street  Minor Design Cont ro l  District 

Physical Character of General Surroundings: City 

Site Description/~otable Landscape Features: 
Built up, narrow front and eas t  side yards, historic iron fence along Main 
Street sidewalk, railroad tracks directly behind. 

Ownership: Private 

Seq. # # of 

TOTAL : 0 
Historic: 0 

NR Resource Type: Building 

WUZITS 

Wuzit Types 

Church 

Historic? 

~istoric 



Non-Historic: 0 

PRIMARY RESOURCE EXTERIOR COMPONENT DESCRIPTION 

Component #I Comp ~ype/€orm Material Material Treatment 

Structural System 0 Masonry B r i a k  Stretcher Bond 
Roof 0 Gable: f ron t  Asphalt Shingle 
Window (s ) 0 Round-arched Glass Stained 

INDIVIDUAL RESOURCE INFORMATION 

WZIT: Church SEQUENCE NUMBER: 1.0 
Primary Resource? Yes 
Estimated Date of Constructian: 1883 
Source of Date: Written Data 
Architectural Style: Late Victorian 
Description: 
Delevan Baptist Church is one of Charlottesvillc's premier Victorian 
churches. The large nave-plan building features elevations with recessed wall 
surfaces and decoratively corbeled brickwork at the cornice level.  
~ound-arched door and window openings have memorial stained-glass. A tower 
rises up the  c e n t e r  of the front ( n o r t h )  elevation and resolves into an 
octagonal two-stage frame cupola with p i l a ~ t e r e d  sides, round-arched louvered 
vents, and a copper-sheathed domed roof. The church also features a marble 
name and date plaque on the f ront  elevation, a rectangular apse-like wing to 
the rear, and a basement level. 

Condition: Good 
Threats to Resource: None Known 

Number of Stories: 1.0 
Interior Plan Type: 
Accessed? 

In t e r i o r  Description: 

Relationship of Secondary Resources to Proper ty:  

DHR Historic Context: Architecture/Cormnunity Planning 
~thnicity/fmmigration 
~eligion 

Significance Statement: 
Delevan Baptiat Church, listed individually in the National Register, is one 
of several black baptist churches that historically constituted the heart of 
Charlottesvillets African-American community. The congregation separated from 
t he  white-administered Charlottesville Baptist Church in 1863 and met at 
first in t h e  basement of the nelevan Hotel, an antebellum building that stood 
on the site of the present church, The cornerstone f o r  the  present building 
was laid in 1877 and the church w a s  essentially complete in 1883, although 
t h e  f irst  service in the new church was not  held until 1884. The church was 
also known historically as " t h e  Firat Colored Baptist Church of 
Charlottesville." Today, Delevan Baptist Church stands as one of t h e  city's 



foremost his tor ic  and architectural landmarks. 

GRAPHIC DOCUMENTATION 

~edium Medium ID # Frames  

BSrW 35mm Photos 14632 

BIBLIOGRAPHIC DATA 

Sequence #: 1 , O  Bibliographic Record Type: Local Reccrds 
A u t h o r :  City of Charlottesville 
Citation Abbreviation: 
Charlottesville Architectural and H i s t o r i c  Survey f i les  

Notes: 

Sequence #: 2 . 0  Bibliographic Record Type: Report 
Author: Liebrnan and McQuaid 
Ci ta t ion  Abbreviation: 
Study of Ten Black Baptist Churches in Albemarle County. 

Notes : 

CULTURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT W M T S  
Date: 2/ /I996 
Cultural Resource Management Event: Reconnaissance Survey 
Organization or Person: J. Daniel  Pezzoni, Preservation Con 
ID # Associated with Event: 
CFm Event Notes or Comments: 

MAILING ADDRESS 
Honorif: 
First : 
L a s t  : 
S u f f i x  I 
Title : 
Company: F i r s t  Baptist Church 

Address: 632 W .  Main St. 

City : Charlottesville 
Zip .: 22901- Country: USA 
~hone/extension: 804-979-0952  

Individual Category Codes: 

State: VA 

Date 

2/ /1996 

Mailing Address Notes: 

Surveyor's Notes: 




